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G. Podtetensy .

Before Vorld Yar II, Poland's arrual production of ' rrous motals
anounted to some 900,000 tons of pig iron, 1,500,000 tons »f ‘steel, and
1,200,060 tons of rolled iron, Poland was forced to impo.. 630,000 tons
of iron ure, 52,000 tons of mengansse ore, and 362,000 tory of sersp.
The center of Puland's ferrous-metals industiry was the Sla.,:=Dombrowski
region, which produced as much as 8% percont of all metallisglical prod-
ucts and posagssed ite own coal reservea. The Czestochows, X1elce~itadomsko,
and Dolny Slusk reglors had iron-ore veservee estirated at .30 million
wns. As a result of the war and the Gerdan occupation, Polnd's metal~
lurgical industry suffered enormous losses wiich, in terms ol valns,
amounted to nearly 800 million prewar zloty.

Bight metallurgical plante were atrippad ol their eciipmo:t. Some
branches of metallurgy lost from 20 pereent to 0 percent of t!nir pro.
duetive capacity. Ths loss of equipment suffered by the motaliurgical
industry emmimnted, on the aversge, to 40fpercent of its offectissneza.
Rolling equiprakd suffered especlally, so that 3t now ccouples 1 low
niche in the metallurgical industry arnd may become a dérag om ths future
develomment of Poland's maticonal economy.

- Since the country was liborated fror the German occupation, s
significant amount of capital has toon imvestod to restoro ite mitale
lurgicsl indusiry. Howaver, the disproportion in productive cep:cities
of the various bronches of the metullm'cical industzy has not as yet
baen elimimied.
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At present, the productive capacity of blast furnaces is 850,000 tons o
& year, the capacity of steel foundries is 1,500,000 tons, and that of
rolling mills, 835,000 tons & year. These facts indicete the disparity )
which exists betwsen the productive copacities of the steel foundrios and -~ '~
rolling mills, The rolling mills are umable to handio the foundry reserves.
Additional capital irnvestments are necessary %o restore the equilibriun
between the separate branches of the metallurgicel industry.

The plan for restoration and daveloprent of Poland's matioral economy -
provides for the construction of t@o new blast furncee:z, each with a 600~
ton pig-iron capacity per day, the modernization and capital repmir of
oxisting blast furnmaces, tho rastoration of six open-hsarth furnaces and.
five destroyed rolling mills, as well as the repair of 30 old rolling mills
and tho construction of eight new rolling mills.

Contemplated capital irmvestments will guarantee the concrete {ulfill-
ment of the plamed productlon level for suncessive years as followss

(Productior in Thoussnd Tons)
1946 1947 . 1948 1949
Open-llearth Fig Iron . 726 995 1,200 ,300

i e Steel (Raw) 2,219 1,45 L7es ,033 Do el

oo . (e ‘In this way, the equilibrium betiveen the various bmnches of the B
iy mtallm‘ci.cnl indvstry will be restored. L )

Homever, owing to increasing demands on the metal iniuatry for econonic
restoration and industrialization, the achlevement of even these resulta w:l.ll
atill not satisfy the intermal demands of ths countsy. ;

Moreover, the productive eapceity of roiling mills must sctually be B TR VI s
larger than tha planned volume of rollec iron prcdustion, since it is deemed . " S R
maessary to have a reserve of productive capecitios. - Therefora, the plan . R Fo N .
for capital investuonts provides for the attainment of a 1,900,000=%0a =00 i gl :
productive capgelty by roiling wills instead. of tho 835,000-t,on prodmtive

oceracity vhich is being attained at the prosent time. W

o Gwi.ng to tin reuniting of the western torritories, nine units have T
been added to the mumbsr of metallurgical enterprises in Poland. The
reserves of coking coal hove also huen incressed by the Glelwitz and
lln]hrmxh Tegions.

However, in order to sctisfy conplebel_,f the internel wmrket Jov ’de~ L
: - nets of the metallurgical indnetry, it is necessary to put into operation
s ’ el now eterprisos. Those orgeas plamning the metallurgical industry of Poland
o e have foreseen this and have already berun etudying the possibilitios of
building a rew metallurgical plent ex; icted to produce onse million tons of

.. raw a year. Tkis plant is to ba locsted in the.= o€ tha Klodrics
' B Cenal Caml comnacting Odra amd Klodnica Tdverg/ in Slsek and
¥ oaM s uill be the foous of all produstive processes, from the coking of coal to

the produstion of finiched articles.

! . In 1938, Poland exported 314,000 tons of finished forroue-metal prod- -
R ‘ N ucts. ' Folluwing liorld iter II, us a result of incressing internal demands,
the export of ferrons-netal products was curtailed, emd the total uxports
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during 1946 amounted to 803000 tons.
In splte of the lack of metal in the country, Pcland 18 conte@hting

the export of some feyrsus-metal products during the next few yeara. In

particular, the export of pig iron and r-lled iron and the simultaneous

foportation of iron products is being considered. This should modify some-
what the dimproportion resulting from the war. : '

The foreign trade balance of Poland'sc ferruus metals tnduatry in

" relation to the plan for restoration of Poland's economy during the next

few yearse i6 represented in the following tabla:
{In Thousand Tons) ‘
Importe o 1947 1943 . 1943
Ore {Cooverted to Iron) 750 3 957
" Exporte ’

Pig Iron - 26 - -
Rolled Irom 50 30 ) 30

‘Of.*he sum of 160 million prewar zioty which are uo be fuvestod in

praduetion_during 1947, 117 million will be investel in domeatic production

ts inorease Polend's Industrial strength and 43 millioon prevar zioty will . o
be expended on forelgn purchases.. S e e e e e

In 1548, these sums v&ll.amsunt'to 135 million 'énd )bO hili&s,:f 'p,!eﬁyax:"i

zloty respeotively.

Accordipgly, it 1s clear that Polapd's Industyy duriog this perisd
must fulfill a reries of important industrial tessgs. R
Polend 's machine-building industry will begln the produoticn -of equip~.
mant £or the metallavgical industry and thereby crntribute to the strangth- .
ening of Poland's sconomic. imdependence. This fact will have an exception-.
ally imporiuut bearing, as well, on the furthest 3l Awrslo mept AL
Poland'c heavr ipduckry. . - oo . y v

Completion of the Three-Yesr Plan for the restoration and development
of the pational saonomy of Poland will briag changes to Polamd's notal~
lurgiocal industry, oquip Poland with a series of modern erterorises, apd
oontribute towards tranaforming her from o egrarisn-isdustrial country -
1nto en industrisi-acgzrarian country. o7

- B -

RESTRICTED




